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SUBJECT: BELGIAN RATIFICATION OF AMENDED IMF ARTICLES 

REF: STATE 66228 

1 . BELGIAN ENABLING LEGISLATION WAS ABOUT TO BE SUBMITTED 
TO PARLIAMENT WHEN IT WAS DISSOLVED IN ADVANCE OF NATIONAL 
ELECTIONS APRIL 17. SUBMISSION WILL NOT NOW BE POSSIBLE 
UNTIL FORMATION OF A NEW GOVERNMENT, A PROCESS EXPECTED 
TO TAKE SOME WEEKS FOLLOWING ELECTIONS. 

2. INTRODUCTION OF THE BILL WILL THUS NOT BE UNTIL JUNE 
1977 AT THE EARLIEST. THE PROCESS THROUGH THE HOUSE AND 
SENATE TAKES A MINIMUM OF TWO TO THREE MONTHS, AND LITTLE 

IF ANY FORWARD MOVEMENT CAN BE EXPECTED DURING THE SUMMER 
MONTHS. CONSEQUENTLY, THE EARLIEST ESTIMATE OF FINAL 
PASSAGE AND PUBLICATION BY ROYAL DECREE IS IN THE FALL 
OF THIS YEAR. GIVEN CURRENT POLITICAL UNCERTAINTIES AND 
THE HEAVY BACKLOAD OF WORK ONCE PARLIAMENT DOES RECONVENE, 
SLIPPAGE INTO THE 1977-1978 WINTER MONTHS MUST, HOWEVER, BE 
CONSIDERED AS A REAL POSSIBILITY.RENNER 
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